MARCH 2010

Dear Parents:

As we find ourselves in the season of
Lent, we have a wonderful opportunity to
grow closer in our relationship to God.
This forty day period in which we practice
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving helps us
prepare our hearts for the death and
Resurrection of Jesus.

As parents and teachers we need to guide
our children in their understanding that
preparing our hearts does not just mean
giving up our favorite dessert or
television show. It means living our lives
by following Jesus’ example. Please
encourage your children to make more of
an effort to follow our Values Code and to
treat each other with kindness and
gentleness. We are blessed in so many
ways, so we can offer up these little
efforts to the Glory of God.

As a school community, we will be coming
together for First Friday Mass on March
5, for Stations of the Cross each Friday
at 2:00, and for Adoration on Thursdays
during Lent. Our students in grades 3
through 8 will also have the opportunity
to participate in the sacrament of
Reconciliation. Families are encouraged to
participate in Operation Rice Bowl. We as
a school community will work together to
prepare our hearts for Easter.

Saint Mary Catholic School

Looking Back at Our
Catholic Schools Week...

“ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL:
CELEBRATING 135 YEARS” BUTTONS

Thank you, Mrs. Dana Hilmoe, for the
wonderful buttons that the students,
parents, faculty, and visitors wore all
week. Mrs. Hilmoe made 600 buttons
with the help of Mrs. Suzy Cochran and
Anne Cochran! Thank you is also
extended to the Dellaposta family for
the printing involved in creating the
buttons. It was great to see so many
people spreading the message, “St.
Mary Catholic School: Celebrating 135
Years.”

BULLETIN BOARDS

Under the direction of Mrs. Christine
Eberhart and Mrs. Marisa Kenney, our
halls were adorned with the artworkof
our students. Mrs. Kathleen Murray,
Mrs. Sabina Spicher, Mrs. Sue
Summerfelt, and Mrs. Teri Schmitt took
to the hallways to prepare our school
for Catholic Schools Week. Thank you!

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

b2d S@Sy at
one of the best traditions of Catholic
Schools Week at St. Mary Catholic
School, our annual SMCS Pancake
Breakfast. Pancakes, sausage, and
omelets prepared with love and
laughter by students, parents,
grandparents, alumni, and faculty were
quite an attraction! Two hundred sixty-
five people were served at our 2010
Pancake Breakfast. Thank you, Mo
Tedeschi, Tina Castell, and Loretta
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Our gratitude is also extended to this
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Brayden and Belle Bereznay, Jonathan Mr. Marshall, for your generosity!

and Ashley Castell, Valerie Heaberlin,

Carrie and Todd McMahon, Alison Ortiz, WEEKEND MASSES

Cathy, Peter, Philip, and Steven Reiter, | would like to thank the parisheg of St. ) )
Richard So, Loretta Wells, RL Fisher, AnnQ &t. AugustineQa I YR {0 ® al NBQ
Patrick Jones, Robert and Cynthia for allowing our students to speak

MacMullen, Matthew McDermott, during the weekend masses about St.
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Nancy, Milton and Holly Kucharczyk visitors this week commented about
Jasemine and Jennifer Lee, Teri Schmitt, how well our students presented

Jen and Gabriel Singer, Suzy and Annie themselves and how nice it was to see
Cochran. Debbie Corsi. Michelle so many of the students in uniform at

the various Masses. Thank you to the
following students for participating in
the Masses:

St. Ann’s Parish

Speakers: Elizabeth Balog, Morgan Ferguson,
Annmarie Fisher

St. Augustine’s Parish

Speaker: Kayla Peterson

Cushwa, Bill Hammer, and Carla
Huntsberry. Mary McNeil and all the
Girl Scouts who are part of the St.
Mary's troop from the Daisies to the 8th
Grade Cadets should be commended for
being so pleasant and so conscientious!

The following is the list of donors for the St. Mary’s Parish

2010 breakfast: Speakers: Madison Kutzera, Ellen Joliet, Jason
IHOP Restaurant at Hagerstown Commons Marinelli, Meghan Lynch

provided all the batter Alumni Lectors: Maria Jones, Gabrielle
Waffle House on Rt. 65 McDermott

Offertory Procession: William Jones, Sophia and
Frankie Corsi, Lydia Radley
Altar Servers: Chase Landaker, Kaitlyn Hevey,

Martin’s Grocery store
Food Lion Grocery store

The Bradley family Nick Judge
The Bereznay family Ushers: Michael Ewing, Patrick Jones, Matthew
The Hammer family McDermott, Niklas Steiner

The Jones family

The Murthy family
The McDermott family
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A special thank you is extended to all
the students who wore their school
uniform over the weekend!

The Sardina family CATHOLIC ScHOOLS WEEK MASS
The Tedeschi family WITH THE BISHOP
50/50 RAFFLE Our students could not have been more
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was honored to have Most Reverend

Mitchell T. Rozanski, Bishop (Vicar) of

the Saint Ann Seton Vicariate of the

Archdiocese of Baltimore, visiting St.

Congratulations to Mr. Jim Marshall
who won $68 for the 50/50 raffle at the
Pancake Breakfast. Mr. Marshall
donated his winnings to our physical
education program. Mrs. Abeles was
able to purchase a new CD player and
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Schools Week. The Bishop arrived on
Sunday to celebrate the 11:00 Mass and
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corporators, parish council, finance
committee, parish priests, and staff.

The second day of his visit centered on
the school. Bishop Rozanski enjoyed a
reception with the teachers and staff
prior to the arrival of the students. After
a meeting with me, | was privileged to
give him a tour of our school and he was
able to visit the classrooms. Our
children were so respectful and knew
this was definitely a special visitor.

Our CSW Mass was absolutely beautiful.
The children (and faculty) were in awe
to see a bishop and three priests on the
altar concelebrating our school Mass.
The choir led the congregation in song.
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our 135 Years of Catholic education at
St. Mary. At the end of the Mass, he
praised our students for their
reverence, for their attentiveness, for
their total participation in the Mass, and
for their lovely voices. We truly are
proud of our students and of our
school!

2010 DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE
Each year during Catholic Schools Week,
Saint Mary Catholic School recognizes a
graduate whose commitment to the
values of the Catholic faith has inspired
an appreciation for the Catholic
education received at SMCS. Because of
this appreciation, the graduate makes
contributions of time and talent to Saint
al NEQa / KdzZNIWkry | Y R
Catholic School.
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This year, Mr. Robert Rankin, a member

of the Saint Mary Catholic School eighth

grade graduating class of 1963, was
Knamedad the(20RE Distinguih&d DA & A
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our opening Catholic Schools Week

Mass concelebrated by Bishop Rozanski,

Father Collin, Father James, and Father

Limmer.

Whenever this special graduate is in the
school, Mr. Rankin always mentions the
importance of his Catholic education
and usually has a fond memory or two
to share about his early school days. He
credits Saint Mary Catholic School for
providing structure, strong academics,
Christian values and morals, fond
memories, and good times. He also
acknowledges the influence Monsignor
Passarelli had on his life.

Tyshaw §is gratitugqapd RPRrRCPIOR
for his Catholic education, this
distinguished graduate has volunteered

over the years in many capacities at St.

No
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Parish Council and is currently an usher
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Annual Fund for St. Mary Catholic
Schoolsix years ago and continues to be
an active organizer. He is always willing
to offer his guidance and organizational
efforts to St. Mary Catholic School. He
has also volunteered his time at Saint
Maria Goretti High School, serving as a
board member and finance committee
member. He received the Distinguished
Alumni Award from Shepherd University
2and WRs R %p Volunteer of the Year
by the YMCA. He has chaired the
United Way Campaign and is a past



president of the Red Cross. The list is
endless as this Saint Mary Catholic
School graduate remembers the lessons
he lived and learned about love and
service to the Lord and one another
while sitting in his classrooms at Saint
Mary Catholic School.

PARENT & GRANDPARENT VISITATION
The St. Mary Faculty would like to thank
the parents and grandparents who took

time out of their busy schedules to visit
2dzNJ addzRSyGaQ Of |

VOLUNTEER RECEPTION

A reception for volunteers hosted by the
teachers was held on Tuesday, February
2, in order to say thank you for the
endless hours of service given to St.
Mary Catholic School by parents and
grandparents. Thank you, Mrs.
Bockrath for coordinating this event.
Also, many thanks is extended to the
kindergarten and the eighth grade
students for providing the
entertainment during the reception.

TALENT SHOW

It is hard to believe that so much talent
could appear on one stage! The Student
Council hosted a talent show for
students on Student Appreciation Day.
Rehearsals were held after school under
the supervision of the faculty advisors
and student council officers. Thank you,
Mrs. Forsythe, Sister Corda, Kayla
Peterson, Morgan Ferguson, Meghan
Lynch, Elizabeth Balog, and Ellen Joliet,
for all your work in organizing this
fabulous show. St. Mary Catholic School
is very proud of the participants who
shared their individual talents with the
student body:

Connor Caruso, Nathan Hammer, Jason
Marinelli, and Ethan Spicher performed
4/ 2YS ¢23S0GKSNE
Jimmy Spinnler played the drums

Mr. Miller and his fifth grade class
(Michael Carter, Ashley Castell, Michael
Cosey, Andrew Dillard, Jacob Epstein, Ben
Gllks, Brooks Grosh, Alden Grosh, William
Jones, Nick Judge, Holly Kucharczyk,
Alexandra Martin, Rebecca Mason, Megan
Ramirez, Bryce Shirley, James Spinnler,
Dalton Sponaugle, Asher Starliper, Vincent
Steiner, Bryan Tedeschi, Abigail Theis, and
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Georgia Giannaris and Maura Hevey

performed a skit
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guitar

Michael Cosey performedd a | LX S 4§ S ¥ wl 3
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on the piano

Elizabeth Balog, Olivia Balog, and Mrs.

BalogLISNF 2 N¥SR dhpyS 5F& Fd /|
SMCS Cheerleaders (Morgan Ferguson,

Ellen Joliet, Giselle Garnett, Megan

Churchey, Madison Cooper, Amanda

Curtin, Kaitlyn Hevey, Angie Rubino, Lydia

Radley, Maitlin Curtin, Ashley Castell, and

Maura Hevey) performed a dance

EIGHTH GRADE RECOGNITION

During the talent show, the St. Mary
Catholic School Graduating Class of
2010 was recognized. Thanks to the
HSA, our eighth graders received their
CLASS T-Shirts in front of the entire
student body. Eighth graders will be
wearing their special T-Shirts on the
aMa 2F SOSNE Y2yidK a NB
their years of hard work as a St. Mary
Catholic School student. The Class of
2010 includes Bennett Bachtell,
Elizabeth Balog, Brayden Bereznay,



Anthony Bracken, Tyler Caruso, Isabel
Divinagracia, Jeremy Eckert, Morgan
Ferguson, Giselle Garnett, Jacob
Gigeous, Drew Holderby, Taylor James,
Ellen Joliet, Patrick Jones, Samantha
King, Eva Kuehler, Madison Kutzera,
Jennifer Lee, Matthew McDermott,
Nicole Miller, Emma Moss, Everett
Nsoesie, Kaya Peterson, Leah Peterson,
Sydney Quantock, Tyler So, Emily Ward,
IgraWaseem, and Ozair Waseem.

CAREER DAY

Our students and faculty greeted Career
Day Speakers with overwhelming
enthusiasm. What a wonderful
opportunity for our students to learn
about a variety of careers presented by
such caring volunteers! St. Mary
Catholic School extends a big thank you
to our Career Day Speakers.
Kindergarten through second graders
listened to the career topics of Mr.
Monte Hilmoe (dairy science), Dr. Gary
Sherman (orthopedic surgery), Dr. Mary
Romanic (internal medicine and
rheumatology), and Mrs. Cathy Reiter
(speech and language). Students in
grades three through five learned about
careers from Dr. Michelle Byers
O0+SUSNAYFNAIYOX
(Scientist), Mr. Steve Epstein (Chief
Technology Officer, Dart Home Team,
REMAX) and Mr. Michael Sigl (Satellite
Teleport Engineer). Mr. Richard Bowers
(SWAT Team Leader), Mr. Jason
Rappaport (Computer Specialist), Dr.
NeAf hQal ffSeé,ldgesSdzN
Dana Moylan Wright (District Court

Judge), Mrs. Kim Caruso (Alpaca Farmer)
and Dr. Sal DiMercurio (plastic Surgeon)
addressed the middle school students.
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Mrs. Forsythe, Mrs. Leggett, Mrs.
Kenney, and Mrs. Karn for arranging the
schedules for the speakers.

HSA Luncheon for Student Appreciation
& Grandparent’s Day
Our students and their grandparents
were treated to lunch to show how
much they are appreciated. A delicious
lunch was prepared and served by Mo
Tedeschi, Cathy Reiter, Cheryl Dillard,
Rachel O'Connor, Patti Jones, Christine
Sherman, Carla Huntsberry, Lisa Dorsey,
Valerie Heaberlin, Debbie Corsi, Tina
Castell, Rhonda O'Malley, Mary
Minahan, Ann Marie Fisher, and Denise
Haley.

Students and grandparents also enjoyed
ice cream sundaes for dessert. The
comments from the students and the
grandparents were most enthusiastic
and appreciative to the parent
volunteers who gave their time, effort,
and love to provide such a special
luncheon to so many hungry appetites.

PRINCIPAL FOR THE DAY

Tickets will be sold for the Principal of
the Day raffle through March 31. The
winning ticket will be drawn on April 1.
Then MBI Be@ﬂnéipéfl b ther Day
on Monday, May 3. Students may
purchase tickets in the office at Break or
parents may send in money in an
envelope marked Principal of the Day
raffle to purchase tickets. Tickets are 1

for $1, 3 for $2.00, or 10 for $5.00.
PAdZNHSZYU

Book FAIR
Students, parents, and visitors enjoyed
the wide variety of books available for

Thank you! | appreciate the efforts of

purchase at the 2010 Book Fair. Mrs.



Beth Joliet did a wonderful job of
coordinating this special event. Thank
you! Many thanks is also extended to
the cashiers, Kelly Bracken, Tina Castell,
Anne Marie Fisher, Amy Mason, Lara
Radley, Lisa Dorsey, Sherri Goetz,
Debbie Corsi, and, of course, our
wonderful eighth graders, Anthony
Bracken, Maddie Kutzera, and Ellen
Joliet. SMCS HSA will receive a cash
profit of $1464.65 in addition tabout
$100 in Scholastic money to purchase
books for the SMCS library.

TOURs

St. Mary Catholic School was open for
tours on Saturday, January 30, and again
during the week for prospective new
students and their families. Thank you,
Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Tedeschi, Mrs. Reiter,
Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Spicher, Mrs.
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Mrs. Hilmoe, Ms. Poffenberger, Ms.
Ward, Mrs. Karn, Mrs. Leggett, Mrs.
Forsythe, Mrs. Cochran, Mrs. Radley,
Mrs. Balog, and Mrs. Hammond for
showing our school.

CONGRATULATIONS

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Congratulations to Dylan Bradley for
receiving the Sacrament of the Holy
Eucharist during a special school Mass
this past month.

Good S.A.M.s

| want to congratulate our Good S.A.M.s
for February: Reanne Clevenger,
Nicholas Kornilow, Annie Balog, Donald
Borum, Morgan Giannoumis, Aria Smith,
David Hagelberg, Ben Gilks, Tyler Gilks,
Sierra Moore, Katherine Dillard, Kayla
Peterson, and Elizabeth Balog. Thanks
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for your Service, Attitude, and
Manners!

SPELLING BEE CONTESTANTS

For over twenty years St. Mary Catholic
School students in grades six, seven, and
eight have participated in The
Washington County Spelling Bee. This
year Nathan Hammer and Gregory Oh
from sixth grade, Michael Ewing and
Meghan Lynch from seventh grade, and
Emily Ward and Eva Kuehler from eighth
grade will represent our school in the
county competition on Saturday, March
13, at Western Heights Middle School.
The competition begins at 1:00 P.M.
Congratulations and good luck!

SPIRITUALITY

FIRST FRIDAY MASS
Please join us for our school liturgy on
Fhiday, March 5, at 10:30 A.M.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Students in grades three through eight
will attend Stations of the Cross on
Fridays during Lent at 2:00 P.M. Thank
you, Father Collin and Father James, for
giving our students the opportunity to
attend Stations of the Cross during
school.

LENTEN REMINDER
No meat will be served on any Friday
during Lent.

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Middle school students, under the
supervision of Mrs. Marshall and Ms.

Ward, are preparing presentations

about Operation Rice Bowl for the

younger grades. We did not receive the

I Ol dz £ & 0 2 gofstddénts ar&k A &
encouraged to designate a special bowl

at home to collect their offerings.
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Donations are to be sent in an envelope
marked Operation Rice Bowl by Friday,
March 26. Checks are appreciated.

REGISTRATION

Registration for the 2010-2011 school

year is now underway. If you know of

any families who might be interested in
learning more about St. Mary Catholic
School, please encourage them to call

and setup anappointY Sy & & G 2
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encouraged to spend a day shadowing.

STANDARDIZED TESTING

Students in grades 2 through 8 will be
given the Stanford 10 standardized tests
March 23 through April 1. Please
encourage your child to get a good
yAIKGQa aft SSLIE St
arrive on time to school. Number two
pencils would also be appreciated!

HSA News

SociAL HOur
Middle School Social Hour will be held
on March 19 from 3 to 4:30.

SCRIP
SCRIP dates for this month are Friday,
March 5 and Monday, March 22.

PHASE Il RAFFLE TICKET FUNDRAISER
Congratulations to the following
February winners:

(550) Week 1: Jackie Ewing
(S50) Week 2: Maureen Gigeous
(550) Week 3: Quinton Reed
(S100)Week 4: Wynn Churchey

RESTAURANT NIGHTS
Our restaurant night for March is at
Chick-fil-A on Wednesday, March 10,

from 5-8 P.M. Chick-fil-A will donate
20% of our sales back to the HSA,
whether in the dining room or at the
drive-thru!

Friendly's Restaurant Night has been
rescheduled for April 26.

_ SMCS GOLF TOURNAMENT

D Ksaik? iarydZholic School is having a

G HZH M dmién@ on MAVD7 at Beaver
Creek Country Club. Please tell your
friends and family! There will be food,
drinks, and prizes! If you have any
questions, are interested in golfing with
us, or want to give a donation, please
feel free to contact Christine at

christineguantock oqQ.com. . -
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HSA ELECTION

The HSA offices of President or Co-
Presidents, Vice President, and
Corresponding Secretary are open for
election this spring. Nomination forms
are due March 5. Please prayerfully
consider nominating yourself or another
parent for one or more of these

offices. Election ballots will be
distributed on April 12 and will be due
by April 22. Results will be announced at
the Spaghetti Dinner on April 24.

ANTIETAM RECREATION DAY

Mark your calendars. Field Day at
Antietam Recreation is scheduled for
June 1.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

FEBRUARY TAG DAY
The February TAG DAY raised $350 in

donations for REACH. The student
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council appreciates the generosity of
our families.

MARCH TAG DAYs

TAG Day is scheduled for Friday, March
12, with all proceeds benefitting
Children in Need and for Friday, March
19, with all proceeds benefitting
Children’s Village. The theme for each
TAG day will be forthcoming.

HELP FOR EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

Thanks to the Student Council and many
generous families, $1,334 in donations
is being sent to Catholic Relief Services
for the victims of the earthquake in
Haiti. Our school community is truly
thoughtful of others.

OTHER NEWSWORTHY ITEMS

PLAYGROUND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please consider volunteering to help
with supervision during recess. We
have three recess shifts each day,
grades 3-5 (12:05-12:25); K-2 (12:30-
12:50); and middle school (12:55-1:15).
Contact Patti Jones to sign up on the
monthly calendar. If you find that you
are unexpectedly available on any given
day, please just sign in with Mrs. Balog
in the front office. No STAND-trained
volunteer will ever be turned down!

SECOND TRIMESTER ENDS

The second trimester of the 2010-2011
school year ended on February 26.
Progress Reports will be sent home with
students on Wednesday, March 10.
Parent Access will close on Monday,
March 1. Parent Access will re-open
after the T-2 Progress Reports have
been sent home and teachers have had
an opportunity to enter T-3 grades.

PROFESSIONAL DAY
School is closed for students on
Monday, March 8, for a teacher
professional day.

OPEN HOUSE

On Monday, March 15, from 6 to 8 P.M.,
an Open House for prospective new
students in kindergarten through
seventh grade will be held.

PENANCE SERVICE
Second graders who are parishioners of
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Sacrament of Reconciliation on March

16,at 7:200PM,A Y { G ® al NBQa

CONFIRMATION REMINDER

Eighth graders who are members of St.
Mary Parish are reminded that the final
Confirmation class will be held on
March 4, from 6:45 to 9 P.M. in Fatima
Hall. Attendance is mandatory.
Confirmation will be held May 20, 2010.

MipDLE ScHooL CLUBS

The next book club meeting will take
place on Wednesday, March 3, from
3:00-3:45 P.M, to discuss Sir Arthur
Conan OeyHbuadosthe
Baskervillesand the next Latin club
meeting will be on Thursday, March 11,
from 3:004:00 P.M

NEW REGISTRATION

Registration for the 2010-2011 school
year is now underway. If you know of
any families who might be interested in
learning more about St. Mary Catholic
School, please encourage them to call
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encouraged to spend a day shadowing.



JumP ROPE FOR HEART

Our students participated in Jump Rope
for Heart during their gym classes.
Thank you, Mrs. Abeles, for
coordinating this event.

MATH-A-THON

Mrs. Mary Ann Kamas is coordinating
the 2010 Math-A-Thon that will benefit
0KS OKAf RNByYy 27
Hospital. Mrs. Kamas will visit the
classrooms this month to distribute the
math booklets and participation
guidelines.
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CELL PHONES
Students are not to have cell phones in
their possession.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

St. Mary Catholic School follows the
announcement for Washington County
Public Schools. Please listen to your
local radio stations or NBC25 for
possible school cancellations, late
openings, or early dismissals.

STAND TRAINING

In July of 2007 the Archdiocese of
Baltimore updated the procedures for
@2t dzy i SSNAY3I Ay
will have Substantial Contact with
children, then the following must be
completed before he/she begins to
serve in the Archdiocese of Baltimore:

ao

1. Application for Volunteer Service
completed;

2. Names of references provided
and checked;

3. VolunteerSelect Criminal
Screening completed; and

4. Training received regarding child

abuse and protection of

children, including STAND

OGARS2 ®¢
If you have a Volunteer Compliance
Card from another parish and want to
be a regular volunteer at St. Mary
Catholic School, you must complete the
Application for Service, including the
reference section. The STAND training
is now available online. A complete
packet.including directions for the,
oNYHER n%é‘is ViR B et ol
office or visit our website. On the
Families Tab, select STAND.
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As always, | ask for your prayers to the
Holy Spirit to give me the guidance and
wisdom needed to serve as principal of
St. Mary Catholic School.

May God Bless You!

Patricia A. McDermott
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