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Dear Parents: 

 

Friday, January 29, will be our 100th day 

of school for the 2009-2010 school year!  

That is, barring any unforeseen snow 

days!  It really is hard to believe how 

quickly time passes.  The SMCS faculty 

and staff, the HSA executive board, 

Father Collin, and I want to cordially 

invite all of you to find time in your busy 

schedules to participate in the many 

exciting fun-filled activities we have 

planned for Catholic Schools Week 2010.  

Our children grow up so fast, so we truly 

want to cherish each little milestone.  

CSW is our chance to celebrate the 

traditions that have been a part of 

Catholic education at St. Mary Catholic 

School for 135 years.  It is our 

opportunity to come together as a school 

community to affirm that the sacrifices 

we are making as parents for our 

children’s Catholic education will guide 

their development into compassionate, 

confident, and articulate future leaders 

striving to build up the Kingdom of God.  

Don’t miss this celebration! 

   
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  

 
CELEBRATING 135 YEARS 
Catholic Schools Week is a weeklong 
celebration of Catholic education.  The 
theme of CSW this year is St. Mary 
Catholic School: Celebrating 135 Years.  
A schedule of activities is attached.  
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK MASS 
Most Reverend Mitchell T. Rozanski, 
Bishop (Vicar) of the Saint Ann Seton 
Vicariate of the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore, will concelebrate with Rev. 
Collin Poston, Rev. James Nirrapel, and 
Rev. George Limmer at our 10:30 A.M. 
school Mass on February 1.  Please join 
us as we come together as a school 
community.  
  
PRINCIPAL FOR THE DAY 
A raffle for Principal for the Day is being 
held during Catholic Schools Week.  All 
proceeds will benefit Saint Mary 
Catholic School.  The winner must be a 
current St. Mary Catholic School 
student.  The winner will enjoy 
performing the duties of the Principal 
from 8:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M. and  will 
be accompanying Father Collin, Mrs. 
McDermott, and a friend in a limousine 
to Nick’s Airport Inn for lunch.  The 
friend may be any current St. Mary 
Catholic School student the winner 
wishes to choose.  Tickets are 1 for $1, 3 
for $2.00, or 10 for $5.00.  The winner 
will be Principal for the Day on a school 
day in May.  Tickets are on sale during 
break.  Tickets will also be sold during 
the Pancake Breakfast and the lunch 
shifts on Parent Visitation Day and 
Grandparent Day.  Special thanks is 
extended to the Dillard family for 
supplying the limousine and the 
Giannaris family for sponsoring lunch at 
Nick’s Airport Inn. 
 
TOURS 
St. Mary Catholic School is open for 
tours on Saturday, January 30, from 
9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M., and again during 
the week Monday, February 1 through 
Thursday, February 4, from 9:00 A.M. to 



2:00 P.M., for prospective new students 
and their families.  Please help spread 
the word! 
 

RE-REGISTRATION PACKETS 
Re-registration forms for the 2010-2011 
school year are due back by February 2, 
2010.   
 

NEW REGISTRATION 
Registration for new students will open 
on Saturday, January 30.  If you know of 
any families who might be interested in 
learning more about St. Mary Catholic 
School, please encourage them to call 
and set up an appointment “to check us 
out.”  Prospective students are 
encouraged to spend a day shadowing. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
FIRST TRIMESTER HONORS 
I would like to recognize and 
congratulate Gregory Oh for achieving 
High Academic Honors and Ramsay 
Farah for achieving Academic Honors for 
the First Trimester.  Their names were 
inadvertently omitted from the January 
newsletter.  Congratulations students 
and keep up the great work! 
 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION DAY CONTEST 
Washington County Community 
Mediation Center sponsored a writing 
contest entitled My Wish for Peace. 
Congratulations to the following fifth 
grade winners: 
First Place ($50): Ashley Castell 
Second Place ($35): Holly Kucharczyk 
Third Place ($15): Michael Cosey  
 
 SAT 
Taylor James, Patrick Jones, Meghan 
Lynch, and Nicole Miller took the SAT on 

Saturday, January 23, 2010. The SAT is 
the most popular college admission 
exam in the U.S.  By participating in the 
testing now, seventh and eighth grade 
students get a “first look” at the exams 
that will be encountered again before 
college. 
 

Good S.A.M.s 
I want to congratulate our Good S.A.M.s 
for January:  Maxwell Larkin, Caroline 
Dillard, Stephen Reiter, McKenna 
Clevenger, Michele Scotto DiCarlo, 
Nathan Haupt, Farene Shahid, Abigail 
Theis, Olivia Balog, Anna Carter, Philip 
Reiter, Samantha King, and Matthew 
McDermott.  Thanks for your Service, 
Attitude, and Manners! 
 

BOWLING TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS 
Congratulations to the bowling 
tournament winners in physical 
education: 
Winners of the A bracket: 
Zachary Towns (3A); Nathan Haupt (3B); 
Isabel Cortina (4A); Jared Semler (4B); 
Dalton Sponaugle (5A); Andrew Dillard 
(5B); Jason Marinelli (6A); Chris Amos 
(6B); Daanial Iqbal (7A); Chase Landaker 
(7B); Tyler So (8A); and Patrick Jones 
(8B) 
Winners of the B bracket: 
Morgan Giannoumis (3A); Sarah Sardina 
(3B); David Hagelberg (4A); Danielle 
Wells (4B); Bryce Shirley (5A); Jacob 
Epstein (5B); Lydia Radley (6A); Hannah 
Haley (6B); Phillip DiMercurio (7A); 
Amanda Baker (7B); Drew Holderby 
(8A); and Jennifer Lee (8B) 
 Special recognition is given to Tyler So 
and Everett Nsoesie for scoring perfect 
games of 130 in the tournament. They 
were the best bowlers in the school!  
Mrs. Abeles commends all the students 



for doing a great job with the bowling 
tournament! 

SPIRITUALITY 
 
MARCH FOR LIFE 
Under the supervision of Ms. Pamela 
Ward, Mr. David Steenburg, and Mrs. 
Rhonda O’Malley, fifteen of our 
students participated in the March for 
Life in Washington, D.C., on January 22.  
Elizabeth Balog, Brayden Bereznay, 
Jeremy Eckert, Taylor James, Giselle 
Garnett, Ellen Joliet, Eva Kuehler, 
Jennifer Lee, Meghan Lynch, Emma 
Moss, Connor O’Malley, Kayla Peterson, 
Leah Peterson, Ethan Spicher, and Emily 
Ward showed their support to respect 
life. 
    
FEAST OF ST. BLAISE 
Wednesday, February 3, is the feast day 
of St. Blaise.  Students will have their 
throats blessed.  (May God at the 
intercession of Saint Blaise preserve you 
from throat troubles and every other 
evil.) 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday is February 17.  A 
special school Mass will be held at 10:30 
A.M. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Students in grades three through eight 
will attend Stations of the Cross on 
Fridays during Lent at 2:00 P.M.  Thank 
you, Father Collin and Father James, for 
giving our students the opportunity to 
attend Stations of the Cross during 
school.  

 

LENTEN REMINDER 
No meat will be served on Ash 
Wednesday or on any Friday during 
Lent. 
 

CONFIRMATION REMINDER 
Eighth graders who are members of St. 
Mary Parish are reminded that 
Confirmation classes will be held on 
February 4, 11, 18, and 25, from 6:45 to 
9 P.M. in Fatima Hall.  (Snow date is 
March 4.)  Attendance is mandatory.  
Confirmation will be held May 20, 2010. 
 
 

HSA News 
 
SOCIAL HOUR 
Middle School Social Hour will be held 
on February 12 and 19 from 3 to 4:30. 
 
SCRIP 
SCRIP dates this month are February 8 
and 22.  
 
PHASE II RAFFLE TICKET FUNDRAISER 
Congratulations to the following January 
winners: 
 ($50) Week 1: The DiMercurio Family 
 ($50) Week 2:  James Shives 
 ($50) Week 3:  The Kenny Family 
($100)Week 4:  The Oh Family 

 
BON TON COMMUNITY DAY 
The HSA will be selling booklets for the 
Bon Ton Community Day Sale, starting 
February 8.  The booklets cost $5 and 
the first coupon is for $10 off any item 
that costs $10 or more along with four 
coupons for 20% off additional items. 
There is no limit on the number of 
booklets you may purchase as each $10 
coupon can only be used on one item, 



not combined.  SMCS participated in the 
Community Day Sale in November and 
raised $485.42 which will be used 
during Catholic Schools Week to fund 
various activities. 
 

RESTAURANT NIGHTS 
Our restaurant night in January was at 
CiCi’s Restaurant.   SMCS received $64 
from the sales that night and Mrs. 
Stark’s class had the highest class 
participation.  Our restaurant night in 
February will be at the Friendly’s 
Restaurant off Leitersburg Pike on 
Tuesday, February 16.   A flier is 
forthcoming. 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
 
FEBRUARY TAG DAY 
The student council is sponsoring a TAG 
Day on February 12 to benefit REACH. 
Students in kindergarten, first, and 
second grade are to wear the color 
green.  Students in grades three, four, 
and five should wear red.  Sixth graders 
are to wear orange.  Seventh graders 
are to wear purple.  Eighth graders are 
to wear blue.  Faculty members are to 
wear pink.  The class with the highest 
percentage of participation will receive 
a treat.  A minimum donation of $1 is 
required to come out-of-uniform. 
 
HELP FOR EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 
The Student Council is making a $100 
donation to Catholic Relief Services for 
the victims of the earthquake in Haiti.  If 
anyone is interested in adding to this 
donation, please send your donation in 
an envelope marked “Donation for 
Haiti—Attention: Mrs. Forsythe” by 
February 2, 2010. 
 

 

OTHER NEWSWORTHY ITEMS 
 
WELCOME NEW STUDENTS 

St. Mary Catholic School welcomes 
Francis Carden to second grade and 
James Carden to fourth grade.   
 
SECOND TRIMESTER ENDS 
The second trimester of the 2010-2011 
school year ends on February 26.  
Progress Reports will be sent home with 
students on Wednesday, March 10.  
Parent Access will close on Monday, 
March 1.  Parent Access will re-open 
after the T-2 Progress Reports have 
been sent home and teachers have had 
an opportunity to enter T-3 grades. 
  
MIDDLE SCHOOL CLUBS 

The Middle School Book Club is meeting 
on Wednesday, February 3, from 3:00-
4:00 P.M. to discuss Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Treasure Island and the 
Latin Club will be meeting on Thursday, 
February 18, from 3:00-4:00 P.M.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Parents wanting to help update 
equipment used during gym classes may 
do so by contributing gift cards to either 
Dick’s or Target.  Mrs. Abeles will use 
these donations to make purchases that 
will enhance our physical education 
program. 
 
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
All students will participate in Jump 
Rope for Heart during their gym classes 
on February 22, 23, and 24.  Thank you, 
Mrs. Abeles, for coordinating this event. 
 



Math-A-Thon 
Mrs. Mary Ann Kamas is coordinating 
the 2010 Math-A-Thon that will benefit 
the children of St. Jude’s Research 
Hospital.  Mrs. Kamas will visit the 
classrooms in March to distribute the 
math booklets and participation 
guidelines.  A grand total of $76,223.26 
has been contributed to St. Jude’s since 
1985 from St. Mary families.  Thank you, 
Mrs. Kamas, for coordinating this 
worthy endeavor.   
 

HAIRCUTS 
Students have received gentle 
reminders from their teachers if they 
are not in compliance with our school 
hair policy found on page 17 of the 
Handbook.   
 
FAMILY LIFE SUPPLEMENTS 
Many families returned the family life 
supplements after using them at home.  
Thank you.  Returned supplements will 
be used again next year and will cut 
down on the number we will have to 
order for next year. If you still wish to 
return your supplement, just send it in 
with your child.  (Every little savings is a 
big help!) 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 
St. Mary Catholic School follows the 
announcement for Washington County 
Public Schools.  Please listen to your 
local radio stations or NBC25 for 
possible school cancellations, late 
openings, or early dismissals. 
 

If there is a two-hour delay due to inclement 
weather on February 5 or 26, the 12:30 
dismissal is cancelled.  Students will report to 
school two hours late and will be dismissed at 
2:55.  The Teacher Appreciation Luncheon will 
be re-scheduled.   
   

STAND TRAINING 
In July of 2007 the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore updated the procedures for 
volunteering in schools.  “If a volunteer 
will have Substantial Contact with 
children, then the following must be 
completed before he/she begins to 
serve in the Archdiocese of Baltimore: 

1. Application for Volunteer Service 
completed; 

2. Names of references provided 
and checked; 

3. VolunteerSelect Criminal 
Screening completed; and 

4. Training received regarding child 
abuse and protection of 
children, including STAND 
video.” 

If you have a Volunteer Compliance 
Card from another parish and want to 
be a regular volunteer at St. Mary 
Catholic School, you must complete the 
Application for Service, including the 
reference section.   The STAND training 
is now available online.  A complete 
packet including directions for the 
online training is available in the school 
office or visit our website.  On the 
Families Tab, select STAND.   
 
As always, I ask for your prayers to the 
Holy Spirit to give me the guidance and 
wisdom needed to serve as principal of 
St. Mary Catholic School. 
 
 
May God Bless You! 
 
 
Patricia A. McDermott 
 
 


