ApPrIL 2010

Dear Parents:

During Holy Week, I ask you to keep in
prayer the students, parents, faculty, and
staff of the thirteen Archdiocesan
schools that will be consolidated at the
close of this school year. I also ask for
your prayers for families who desire
Catholic education that they are able to
find a way to afford it. Let us also
remember to thank God for all the
blessings we experience at Saint Mary
Catholic School.

On behalf of Father Collin and the faculty
and staff of Saint Mary Catholic School,
I want to wish all our families a very
blessed Easter. We are sure everyone is
looking forward to a relaxing Easter
break! When we return, we are truly in
the homestretch!

New FLAGS

Thank you is extended to Alexandra
Martin and her family for donating the
American flag and Maryland flag that
can now be seen flying in our school
yard.

CELEBRATING 135 YEARS

As the 135" anniversary year of Saint
Mary Catholic School draws to a close,
we are planning some final activities to
end our celebration. The following is a
tentative schedule of events for the
week of April 26-30:

Monday: 1874 Projects

Tuesday: SMCS Spotlights Winners

Saint Mary Catholic School

Wednesday: 1874 TAG DAY; Project
Caravan

Thursday: School Mass

Friday: Patriotic Assembly

SIXTH ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Under the leadership of Deb Bockrath
and Bob Rankin, the Sixth Annual Fund
will kick-off on Sunday, April 25.
Parents are invited to attend an adult
reception with light refreshments in
Fatima Hall from 7 to 8:30 P.M. on April
25. Please RSVP to Deb Bockrath by
April 18, at
dbockrath@stmarycatholicschool.org
or 301.733.1184.

The proceeds for the Annual Fund will
be used to upgrade our science lab and
science textbooks.

CONGRATULATIONS

AWARD FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE

Mrs. Ann Marshall received an award
from the Archdiocese of Baltimore for
Teaching Excellence. Mrs. Marshall has
been the middle school social studies
teacher at St. Mary Catholic School for
16 years. Prior to joining the SMCS
staff, she served as a parent volunteer
and substitute teacher for 9 years. She
serves as the faculty moderator for the
Destination ImagiNation teams and
coordinates Operation Rice Bowl during
Lent. In her classroom, she has a wealth
of historical knowledge that she shares
with her students as if telling a story
with vivid details. She challenges her
students to make connections between
events of the past and their
ramifications on current events. Mrs.
Marshall encourages her students to
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develop their critical thinking skills,
creativity, and love of learning. She also
sets an example of Christian outreach as
a regular volunteer at Mary’s Center, a
crisis pregnancy center. Mrs. Marshall
is deeply respected by the students,
parents, and faculty & staff of Saint
Mary Catholic School.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

The following students have excelled
academically during the Third Trimester
of the 2009-2010 school year at St.
Mary Catholic School. Congratulations
and keep up the good work!

HiGH ACADEMIC HONORS

Anthony Bracken, Isabel Divinagracia,
Morgan Ferguson, Giselle Garnett,
Taylor James, Patrick Jones, Ellen Joliet,
Eva Kuehler, Madison Kutzera, Matthew
McDermott, Emma Moss, Kayla
Peterson, Leah Peterson, Emily Ward,
Igra Waseem, Kathryn Dillard, Michael
Ewing, Ryan Hackett, Daaniel Igbal,
Meghan Lynch, Niklas Steiner, Louise
Dickinson, Ramsay Farah, Adam Fisher,
Tyler Gilks, Annemarie Hilmoe, Gregory
Oh, Patrick Sacchet, and Mackenzie
Stockslager

AcADEMIC HONORS

Elizabeth Balog, Tyler Caruso, Nicole
Miller, Sydney Quantock, Ozair
Waseem, Jonathan Castell, Megan
Churchey, Morgan Hilker, Chase
Landaker, Jacob Menard, Fatima Pasha,
Cierra Quantock, Lauren Rappaport,
Phillip Reiter, Yusra Ahmed, Olivia
Balog, Taylor Blenckstone, lan
Ferguson, Maria Giannaris, Kaitlyn
Hevey, Paige Kutzera, Jason Marinelli,
Lydia Radley, Colin Sappenfield, and
John Theis

MosT ACADEMIC IMPROVEMENT
Anthony Bracken and Hannah Miller

SMCS Destination ImagiNation Teams
Advance to State Finals

At the Western Maryland’s Regional
Destination ImagiNation Tournament
for Creative Problem Solvers, the SMCS
Team The Irregular Velveteen Light
Bulb,s managed by Mr. Joe Rafter and
comprised of lan Ferguson, Morgan
Ferguson, Giselle Garnett, Hollis
Gigeous, Sierra Moore, Bailey Rafter,
and Philip Reiter, placed first in the
division, Direct DIposit. The SMICS Team
Team Meat, managed by Mrs. Kim
Mentzell and comprised of Ria
Giannaris, Mackenzie Stockslager, Justin
Semler, Jason Marinelli, Nathan
Hammer, Lydia Radley, and Evan Gray,
placed first in the division Breaking DI/
News. The SMCS Team The
Blooberdoodles, managed by Mrs. Jackie
Curtin and comprised of Olivia Balog,
Amanda Curtin, Maitlin Curtin, Louise
Dickinson, Annemarie Hilmoe, Erin
MacMullen, and Lauren Rappaport,
placed third in the division, Y 0 U’
Gonna Flip! All three teams will
compete in the STATE FINALS on April
10, 2010, at UMBC. Congratulations
and Good Luck!
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Destination ImagiNation is an
educational program that teaches
creativity, teamwork, and problem
solving. Teams from all over the world
are challenged to devise solutions to
mind-bending challenges in
tournament-style competitions. A
description of the challenges each team
was required to include in their
presentations follows.
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Teams were required to:

9 Present an original story dramatizing
how a character experiences a flip, or a
change of point of view, about
someone or something

9 Design, construct, and feature at least
one puppet as a character in the story

9 Create a piece of live visual art to be
completely produced during the
presentation

9 Create two side trips and integrate
them into the presentation

Dlrect Dlposit
Teams were required to:
9 Present a team-created story about
making a decision
9 Design and build a piece of equipment
that delivers supply objects over a
barrier to targets
I Consider risk versus reward to increase
the object score through strategic
delivery to job site targets

Breaking DI News
Teams were required to:
Design, build, and test a structure
made only of newsprint and glue
T  Reduce the props and scenery used in
the presentation to fit inside a 30 in x
24 in x 48 in container
T Reuse a story about a newsworthy
event in a nation other than team’s
own
Recycle newsprint by using it creatively
in a costume or prop
 Create two side trips and integrate
them into the presentation

AMERICAN LEGION ESSAY

Each year the American Legion Auxiliary,
Morris Frock Unit 42, sponsors the
Americanism Essay Contest. This year’s
topic was “What is My Patriotic Role as
a U.S. Citizen.” First place winners
receive a $100 U.S. Savings Bond,
second place winners receive a $75 U.S.
Savings Bond, and third place winners

receive a $50 U.S. Savings Bond.
Students in grades 3 through 8
participated in the contest.
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For the second year in a row, St. Mary

Catholic School students won eight out

of the nine places awarded.

Congratulations students!

Class | - Grades 3 and 4
2nd = Norah Cvijanovich
3rd = Jacob Kornilow

Class Il - Grades 5 and 6

1st = Ramsay Farah

2nd = Nathan Hammer

3rd = Mackenzie Stockslager

Class lll - Grades 7 and 8
1st = Kayla Peterson
2nd = Sydney Quantock
3rd = Jonathan Castell

The students, their parents, and their
teachers are invited to a special dinner
during which prizes will be awarded and
the students will share their winning
essays.

Good S.A.M.s

| want to congratulate our Good S.A.M.s
for March: Georgiana Tedeschi, Mason
Reed, Brooke Morrow, Bridget Nooney,
Harrison Ewing, Claire Sigl, Danielle
Wells, James Spinnler, Bailey Rafter,
Ethan Spicher, Morgan Hilker, Morgan
Ferguson, and Jacob Gigeous.

Thanks for your Service, Attitude, and
Manners!

SPELLING BEE CONTESTANTS

Nathan Hammer and Gregory Oh from
sixth grade, Meghan Lynch from
seventh grade, and Emily Ward and Eva



Kuehler from eighth grade represented
Saint Mary Catholic School in the county
competition. Special recognition is
given to Eva Kuehler who placed second
in the eighth grade competition!

SPIRITUALITY

ScHooL MAss
Please join us for a special school liturgy
on Thursday, April 29, at 10:30 A.M.

HSA News

SociAL HOurR
Middle School Social Hour will be held
on April 30 from 3 to 4:30.

SCRIP
SCRIP dates for this month are Monday,
April 12 and Monday, April 26.

PHASE Il RAFFLE TICKET FUNDRAISER
Congratulations to the following March
winners:

(S50) Week 1: Mrs. Bender

(S50) Week 2: Class of 2014

(550) Week 3: Beth Cosey

(550) Week 3: Helen Walla
(5S100)Week 4: Joe Mundy

RESTAURANT NIGHTS

The Restaurant Night at Chick-fil-A
raised $209, and an additional $77 was
earned through the Prize Wheel.
Congratulations to Mrs. Forsythe's class,
who won a Chick-fil-A Chicken Nugget
party! Our April restaurant night is on
Monday, April 26, at Friendly's
Restaurant.

SMCS GOLF TOURNAMENT

Saint Mary Catholic School is having a
Golf Tournament on May 27 at Beaver
Creek Country Club. Please tell your
friends and family! There will be food,
drinks, and prizes! If you have any
questions, are interested in golfing with
us, or want to give a donation, please
feel free to contact Christine at
christinequantock@yahoo.com.

TUITION RAFFLE

Tickets for the Tuition Raffle are still
available. Each ticket is $100 and the
winner will receive one free tuition for
one student for the 2010-2011 school
year! Tickets will be on sale until May
24. Email Cathy Reiter at
jcreitl@aol.com for an order form and
complete details.

HSA ELECTION

The HSA offices of President or Co-
Presidents, Vice President, and
Corresponding Secretary are open for
election this spring. Election ballots will
be distributed on April 12 and will be
due by April 22. Results will be
announced at the Spaghetti Dinner on
April 24.

USED UNIFORM SALE

The HSA Used Uniform Sale is scheduled
for Wednesday through Friday, April 14-
16, 8 A.M. to 3 P.M., in Fatima Hall. The
Smart Board room is no longer able to
accommodate year-round display of
used uniforms. Used uniform sales will
now take place in August at Packet Pick-
up, in the fall before the switch to
winter uniforms, and again in the spring
near the change to warm weather
uniforms. Do you have gently used
uniforms to be sold at the sale? Items
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may be dropped off in the volunteer
room, which is next to the Smart Board
room (the former volunteer room).

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Come and join St. Mary Catholic School

for our annual Spaghetti Dinner on
Saturday, April 24, from 5:30 P.M. to

7:30 P.M. in Pangborn Hall, prepared by
Paul Giannarisof Ni ¢ k' s AWer p
will be having a Talent Show during

dinner and the winners of the Science

fair will be announced.

Tickets must be purchased in advance.
Adults pay $6, students pay $3, and
children six and under are free. Please
send in your ticket order to the front
office by Thursday, April 22, 2010.

ANTIETAM RECREATION DAY

Mark your calendars. Field Day at
Antietam Recreation is scheduled for
June 1.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

MARCH TAG DAYs

The TAG DAY held on March 12, raised
$240.55 in donations for Children in
Need The TAG DAY held on March 19,
raised $226 in donations for/ KA f R NF
Village. The student council appreciates
the generosity of our families.

SHOE DRIVE FOR ORPHANS

The Student Council, with the help of
the Castell family, is organizing a shoe
drive for orphans in Afghanistan. More
information is forthcoming after Easter
break. For now, just save your gently
used shoes of all sizes for the shoe

OTHER NEWSWORTHY ITEMS

WARM WEATHER UNIFORM (OPTIONAL )
Students may begin wearing the warm
weather uniform on Monday, April 19.
Please refer to page 16 of the SMCS
handbook.

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

o rOur annyalgpring rummage sale will be
held on May 6. Set-up day is May 5.
Please consider volunteering your time
to help with this event. All proceeds
benefit Saint Mary Catholic School.

REGISTRATION

Registration for the 2010-2011 school
year is now underway. If you know of
any families who might be interested in
learning more about St. Mary Catholic
School, please encourage them to call
and set up an appointment “to check us
out.” Prospective students are
encouraged to spend a day shadowing.

PLAYGROUND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please consider volunteering to help
with supervision during recess. We
have three recess shifts each day,
grades 3-5(12:05-12:25); K-2 (12:30-
12:50); and middle school (12:55-1:15).
Contact Patti Jones to sign up on the

b Y &amthly calendar. If you find that you
are unexpectedly available on any given
day, please just sign in with Mrs. Balog
in the front office. No STAND-trained
volunteer will ever be turned down!

THIRD TRIMESTER INTERIM REPORTS

Interim reports and deficiency notices
for the third trimester will be sent home
with the students on Monday, April 19.

drive.



OPEN HOUSE

On Monday, May 17, from 6 to 8 P.M.,
an Open House for prospective new
students in kindergarten through
seventh grade will be held.

MIDDLE ScHooL CLUBS

The next book club meeting will take
place on Wednesday, April 14, from
3:00-3:45 P.M., to discuss Lewis
Car r AlitelinB\onderlandnd the
next Latin club meeting will be on
Thursday, May 6, from 3:00-4:00 P.M.

ST. MARYQ CHURCH FIRST EUCHARIST

St. Mary’s parishioners who will be
receiving the Eucharist for the first time
on May 2 are to attend a rehearsal on
Thursday, April 29, at 7:00 P.M., in the
Church.

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART

All students participated in Jump Rope
for Heart during their gym classes.
Congratulations to our school families
for their generosity in surpassing last
year’s total in contributing $4,054 to
this worthy cause. Kaitlyn Dellaposta is
acknowledged as the first place
fundraiser and Owen O’connor is
recognized as the second place
fundraiser. Thank you, Mrs. Abeles, for
coordinating this event and also your
team of helpers, Mimi Dickinson,
Kathleen Murray, Jim Marshall, and
Maria Spinnler. Congratulations is also
extended to the winners of the poster
contest: Amina Pasha (K), Lucas
Hammer (1), McKenna Clevenger (2),
Harrison Ewing (3), Maura Hevey and
Allyson Goetz (4), Abigail Theis (5),
Giselle Garnett (8). Prizes will be
distributed after break.

STAND TRAINING
In July of 2007 the Archdiocese of
Baltimore updated the procedures for
volunteering in schools. “If a volunteer
will have Substantial Contact with
children, then the following must be
completed before he/she begins to
serve in the Archdiocese of Baltimore:
1. Application for Volunteer Service
completed;
2. Names of references provided
and checked;
3. VolunteerSelect Criminal
Screening completed; and
4. Training received regarding child
abuse and protection of
children, including STAND
video.”
If you have a Volunteer Compliance
Card from another parish and want to
be a regular volunteer at St. Mary
Catholic School, you must complete the
Application for Service, including the
reference section. The STAND training
is now available online. A complete
packet including directions for the
online training is available in the school
office or visit our website. On the
Families Tab, select STAND.

As always, | ask for your prayers to the

Holy Spirit to give me the guidance and
wisdom needed to serve as principal of
St. Mary Catholic School.

May God Bless You!

Patricia A. McDermott



